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Civil Aviation Safety Authority of PNG (CASA) response to Safety Recommendation AIC 26-
R02/25-1002 

On 3 July 2026, CASA responded and provided evidence of implementation of the safety action 
proposed on 17 October 2025. 
 
CASA PNG has demonstrated that the corrective actions have been fully implemented through significant 
enhancements to its Permit to Fly (PTF) oversight process for specialised aerial application operations. Evidence 
provided indicates that:  

 The revised Permit to Fly No. 01/2025 Revision 2 introduced operational conditions specific to aerial 
agricultural operations, including:  

o Identification of the approved pilots on the PTF;  
o Monthly flying activity reporting requirements;  
o Operational restrictions requiring compliance with CASA-accepted risk assessments and 

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs).  
 CASA implemented a more rigorous PTF assessment process, including detailed review of:  

o Safety risk assessments;  
o Pilot qualifications and licensing;  
o Aircraft maintenance personnel qualifications;  
o Verification of the aircraft Certificate of Airworthiness with CASA Australia.  

 CASA required and reviewed comprehensive environmental risk assessments, hazard registers and SOPs 
before issuing the PTF.  

 Monthly operational reports demonstrate compliance with the PTF conditions throughout the crop-
spraying season.  

 CASA has also established documented PTF issue procedures to standardise and continuously improve 
oversight of specialised low-level aerial application operations.  

Collectively, these actions address the deficiencies identified by the investigation by: 

 introducing operational parameters specific to low-level aerial application operations;  
 requiring safety conditions tailored to agricultural spraying activities; and  
 strengthening pilot qualification, operational vetting and regulatory oversight before authorisation is 

granted.  

AIC assessment to Civil Aviation Safety Authority Response 

The AIC has assessed the CASA response to AIC Safety Recommendation AIC 26-R02/25-1002 and notes 
that the corrective action taken has fully addressed the safety deficiency identified in the AIC 
investigation. The AIC has assigned a fully satisfactory rating.  
 
The AIC has recorded the Status of the AIC Recommendation: CLOSED RESPONSE ACCEPTED 
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