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Figure 1: Dodomona Airstrip showing VH-MZL wreckage and landing threshold windsock. 

The pilot had departed from Mougulu Airstrip earlier in the day with the aircraft carrying one passenger 
and supplies and equipment for the airstrip extension work at the Dodomona Airstrip. After unloading 
at Dodomona he reconfigured the aircraft’s cargo and seating arrangement to carry three passengers for 
the return flight to Mougulu Airstrip. 

The pilot stated that he completed the necessary preflight checks, then taxied out and lined up for 
takeoff. He added that he had set the wing flaps to 20 degrees extension for a short-field takeoff with 
full RPM, full manifold pressure, and lean mixture for the altitude. 

The pilot stated that as he was doing the engine full power run-up checks, he observed that the aircraft 
advanced forward by approximately 2 meters, prompting him to turn the aircraft back and realign for 
takeoff. 

He then performed another full power run-up on the brakes, checked the windsock,4 and confirmed the 
RPM, manifold pressure, and fuel flow readings. 

 
1 The 24-hour clock, in Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), is used in this report to describe the local time as specific events occurred. Local 

time in the area of the accident, Papua New Guinea Time (Pacific/Port Moresby Time) is UTC +10 hours 
2 Visual Flight Rules 
3 Dodomona is a one-way airstrip oriented 234 deg for takeoff and 054 degrees for landing. 
4 The windsock was on the right side of the strip adjacent to the departure threshold. 

Occurrence details

On  7 June 2023, at about  15:10  local, (05:10  UTC  1) a  Cessna 206, registered  VH-MZL, owned and 
operated by  Strickland  Bosavi Foundation,  conducting  a private  VFR2  flight  from  Dodomona Airstrip3 

to  Mougulu  Airstrip,  in Western  Province,  Papua New  Guinea  when,  during  the  take-off  roll, the  pilot 
aborted the takeoff  due to his  perception of a lack of acceleration.  As the pilot  applied braking to stop
the  aircraft  on  the  strip  it  skidded  and  veered  towards  the  left  side  of  the  strip. The  aircraft  slid
off  the end of the strip and overturned.

There were  4  persons on board: one pilot and  three  passengers.  None of the occupants were injured.
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The pilot said that during the take-off roll he focused on the airspeed. His acceleration reference point 
was a hump about 230 metres from the take-off threshold, where he expected the indicated airspeed to 
be at or above 40 knots. However, the aircraft's airspeed was below 40 knots, leading him to abort the 
takeoff. 

The pilot stated that following the decision to abort, he throttled back, retracted the flaps, and applied 
full braking. The aircraft bounced off the hump, touching down about 30 metres after the hump. Despite 
heavy braking, the aircraft started skidding and veered to the left of the strip. The pilot said that he 
attempted to bring the aircraft back towards the centerline because he was aware of two houses on the 
left side of the end of the strip. 

In an attempt to slow down and avoid colliding with the houses, the pilot decided to attempt a ground 
loop to the right. That manoeuvre was unsuccessful and the aircraft slid off the end of the strip down a 
steep embankment and overturned coming to rest inverted.  

AIC Comment 
The investigation is continuing and will include environmental, operational, organisational and 
technical aspects. 

The analysis, findings, safety action taken, and any recommendations to address safety concerns will 
be included in the Final Report. 

Safety Actions 

On 22 June 2023 the operator informed the AIC by email that the windsock at the landing threshold had 
been serviced since the accident and a new windsock had been installed opposite the parking bay about 
40 meters from the take-off threshold. Both windsocks were tested and found to be serviceable. The 
location of the windsocks was to enable pilots to see both of them before commencing a take-off roll.  

 

Figure 2: Dodomona Airstrip showing windsock near the take-off departure threshold 
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